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Earth on verge of five catastrophic e Gt lens
Dec 5, 2023
climate tipping points, scientists warn by Ajit Niranjan
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P1: Many of the gravest threats to humanity are drawing closer, as carbon
pollution heats the planet to ever more dangerous levels, scientists have warned.

P2: Five important natural thresholds already risk being crossed, according to
the Global Tipping Points report, and three more may be reached in the 2030s if the
world heats 1.5C (2.7F) above pre-industrial temperatures.

P3: Triggering these planetary shifts will not cause temperatures to spiral out of
control in the coming centuries but will unleash dangerous and sweeping damage to
people and nature that cannot be undone.

P4: “Tipping points in the Earth system pose threats of a magnitude never faced
by humanity,” said Tim Lenton, from the University of Exeter’s Global Systems
Institute. “They can trigger devastating domino effects, including the loss of whole
ecosystems and capacity to grow staple crops, with societal impacts including mass
displacement, political instability and financial collapse.”

P5: The tipping points at risk include the collapse of big ice sheets
in Greenland and the West Antarctic, the widespread thawing of permafrost, the death
of coral reefs in warm waters, and the collapse of one oceanic current in the North
Atlantic.

P6: Unlike other changes to the climate such as hotter heatwaves and heavier
rainfall, these systems do not slowly shift in line with greenhouse gas emissions but
can instead flip from one state to an entirely different one. When a climatic system
tips — sometimes with a sudden shock — it may permanently alter the way the planet
works.

P7: Scientists warn that there are large uncertainties around when such systems
will shift but the report found that three more may soon join the list. These include
mangroves and seagrass meadows, which are expected to die off in some regions if
the temperatures rise between 1.5C and 2C, and boreal forests, which may tip as early

as 1.4C of heating or as late as 5C.


https://global-tipping-points.org/ 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/greenland 
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P8: The warning comes as world leaders meet for the Cop28 climate summit in
Dubai. On Tuesday, Climate Action Tracker estimated that their emissions targets for
2030 put the planet on track to heat 2.5C by the end of the century, despite promises
from countries at a previous summit to try to limit it to 1.5C.

P9: The tipping point report, produced by an international team of 200
researchers and funded by Bezos Earth Fund, is the latest in a series of warnings about

the most extreme effects of climate change.

& B

The term "tipping points' in the passage refers to

A) gradual climate changes caused by human activities

B) critical thresholds beyond which irreversible changes occur
C) temporary fluctuations in global temperature

D) natural processes that slow down global warming


https://www.theguardian.com/environment/cop28 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/sep/08/world-on-brink-five-climate-tipping-points-study-finds 
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climate tipping points, scientists warn
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P1: Many of the gravest threats to humanity are
drawing closer, as carbon pollution heats the planet to
ever more dangerous levels, scientists have warned.
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P2: Five important natural thresholds already risk
being crossed, according to the Global Tipping Points
report, and three more may be reached in the 2030s if
the world heats 1.5C (2.7F) above pre-industrial
temperatures.
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P3: Triggering these planetary shifts will not cause

temperatures to spiral out of control in the coming

centuries but will unleash dangerous and sweeping

damage to people and nature that cannot be undone.
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P4: “Tipping points in the Earth system pose
threats of a magnitude never faced by humanity,” said
Tim Lenton, from the University of Exeter’s Global
Systems Institute. “They can trigger devastating
domino effects, including the loss of whole ecosystems
and capacity to grow staple crops, with societal impacts
including mass displacement, political instability and
financial collapse.”
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P5: The tipping points at risk include the collapse
of big ice sheets in Greenland and the West Antarctic,
the widespread thawing of permafrost, the death of
coral reefs in warm waters, and the collapse of one
oceanic current in the North Atlantic.
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P6: Unlike other changes to the climate such as
hotter heatwaves and heavier rainfall, these systems do
not slowly shift in line with greenhouse gas emissions
but can instead flip from one state to an entirely
different one. When a climatic system tips — sometimes
with a sudden shock — it may permanently alter the way
the planet works.
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P7: Scientists warn that there are large
uncertainties around when such systems will shift but
the report found that three more may soon join the list.
These include mangroves and seagrass meadows, which
are expected to die off in some regions if the
temperatures rise between 1.5C and 2C, and boreal
forests, which may tip as early as 1.4C of heating or as
late as 5C.

PERER, (RE) REABRGERETHA
PRI ASAFAE E RIATENE, EikERI, =8
EBRGERARPRINABIE A B HEERTHERIX 1.5
Z2HIRE, MoaXBWAMKEERERES RS
RIZWHERTH T ML SR AT RG4S IR T
FINAT e A AR TR 1.4 55 IREEIN U, iR B 22
5 BRI

P8: The warning comes as world leaders meet for
the Cop28 climate summit in Dubai. On Tuesday,
Climate Action Tracker estimated that their emissions

targets for 2030 put the planet on track to heat 2.5C by

the end of the century, despite promises from countries

at a previous summit to try to limit it to 1.5C.
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international team of 200 researchers and funded by
Bezos Earth Fund, is the latest in a series of
warnings about the most extreme effects of climate
change.
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1. Triggering these planetary shifts will not cause temperatures to spiral out of

control in the coming centuries but will unleash dangerous and sweeping damage to

people and nature that cannot be undone.
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2. Unlike other changes to the climate such as hotter heatwaves and heavier
rainfall, these systems do not slowly shift in line with greenhouse gas emissions but
can instead flip from one state to an entirely different one.

(1) =T : these systems do not slowly shift... but (these systems) can instead flip...
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o A R AEAE 7 ACIRTE ,  ULBH slowly shift fJf&K#%: in line with greenhouse gas
emissions

1A FETEAVEARTE, B6RA flip BH/ER)J7 17 : from one state to an entirely different one.

(3) BEXL:
5 AR CIRIRINEIAMPEREZ) AF, RERGEHAUIFESRES
HEREEE R, T a] OA— RS E D7) — A AR RPIRES .

3. On Tuesday, Climate Action Tracker estimated that their emissions targets for
2030 put the planet on track to heat 2.5C by the end of the century, despite promises
from countries at a previous summit to try to limit it to 1.5C.

(1) FT: Climate Action Tracker estimated (that) ... (F+iF+EM)
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o EEMNA, UEEE TR AR ZE: that their emissions targets for 2030 put the
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@ BT
The term "'tipping points' in the passage refers to

A) gradual climate changes caused by human activities

C) temporary fluctuations in global temperature

D) natural processes that slow down global warming
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P2: This top-down conception of the fashion business couldn’t be more out of
date or at odds with the feverish world described in Overdressed, Elizabeth Cline’s
three-year indictment of “fast fashion”. In the last decade or so, advances in
technology have allowed mass-market labels such as Zara, H&M, and Uniqlo to react
to trends more quickly and anticipate demand more precisely. Quicker turnarounds
mean less wasted inventory, more frequent releases, and more profit. These labels
encourage style-conscious consumers to see clothes as disposable—meant to last only
a wash or two, although they don’t advertise that—and to renew their wardrobe every
few weeks. By offering on-trend items at dirt-cheap prices, Cline argues, these brands
have hijacked fashion cycles, shaking an industry long accustomed to a seasonal
pace.

23.The word “indictment” (Para.2) is closest in meaning to

[A] accusation

[B] enthusiasm

[C] indifference

[D] tolerance
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