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UK universities warned to The Guardian
Feb 26, 2025
‘stress-test’ assessments as 92% of
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P1: British universities have been warned to ‘“‘stress-test” all assessments after
new research revealed “almost all” undergraduates are using generative artificial
intelligence in their studies.

P2: A survey of 1,000 students — both domestic and international — found there
had been an “explosive increase” in the use of genAl in the past 12 months. Almost
nine out of 10 (88%) in the 2025 poll said they used tools such as ChatGPT for their
assessments, up from 53% last year.

P3: The proportion using any Al tool surged from 66% in 2024 to 92% in 2025,
meaning just 8% of students are not using Al, according to a report published by the
Higher Education Policy Institute and Kortext, a digital e-textbook provider.

P4: Josh Freeman, the report's author, said such dramatic changes in behaviour in
just 12 months were almost unheard of, and warned: “Universities should take heed:
generative Al is here to stay.”

P5: “There are urgent lessons here for institutions,” Freeman said. “Every
assessment must be reviewed in case it can be completed easily using AL That will
require bold retraining initiatives for staff in the power and potential of generative Al

P6: Institutions will not solve any of these problems alone and should seek to
share best practice with each other. Ultimately, Al tools should be harnessed to
advance learning rather than inhibit it.

P7: Students say they use genAl to explain concepts, summarise articles and
suggest research ideas, but almost one in five (18%) admitted to including
Al-generated text directly in their work.

P8: “When asked why they use Al, students most often find it saves them time
(51%) and improves the quality of their work (50%),” the report said. “The main

factors putting them off using Al are the risk of being accused of academic
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misconduct and the fear of getting false or biased results.”

P9: One student told researchers: “I enjoy working with Al as it makes life easier
when doing assignments; however, I do get scared I’ll get caught.” Women are more
worried about these factors than men, who show greater enthusiasm for Al, as do
wealthier students and those on science, technology, engineering and maths (Stem)
courses.

P10: According to the report, half of students from the most privileged
backgrounds used genAl to summarise articles, compared with 44% from the least
privileged backgrounds. “The digital divide we identified in 2024 appears to have

widened,” the report concluded.
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P2: A survey of 1,000 students — both domestic and international — found there had
been an “explosive increase” in the use of genAl in the past 12 months. Almost nine
out of 10 (88%) in the 2025 poll said they used tools such as ChatGPT for their

assessments, up from 53% last year.

What did the survey of 1,000 students find about the use of generative AI among
British undergraduates?

A. The use of genAl decreased slightly in the past year.

B. Most students used genAl tools for their assessments in 2025.

C. International students used genAl less frequently than domestic students.

D. Only a small number of students knew how to use genAl tools.
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P1: British universities have been warned to

"stress-test” all assessments after new research revealed

"almost all" undergraduates are using generative

artificial intelligence in their studies.
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P2: A survey of 1,000 students — both domestic
and international — found there had been an "explosive
increase" in the use of genAl in the past 12 months.
Almost nine out of 10 (88%) in the 2025 poll said they
used tools such as ChatGPT for their assessments, up
from 53% last year.
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P3: The proportion using any Al tool surged from
66% in 2024 to 92% in 2025, meaning just 8% of
students are not using Al, according to a report
published by the Higher Education Policy Institute and
Kortext, a digital e-textbook provider.
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P4: Josh Freeman, the report's author, said such

dramatic changes in behaviour in just 12 months were

almost unheard of, and warned: "Universities should

take heed: generative Al is here to stay."
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P5: "There are urgent lessons here for institutions,"
Freeman said. "Every assessment must be reviewed in
case it can be completed easily using AL" That will
require bold retraining initiatives for staff in the power
and potential of generative Al
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P6: Institutions will not solve any of these
problems alone and should seek to share best practice
with each other. Ultimately, AI tools should be
harnessed to advance learning rather than inhibit it.
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P7: Students say they use genAl to explain
concepts, summarise articles and suggest research ideas,
but almost one in five (18%) admitted to including
Al-generated text directly in their work.
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P8: "When asked why they use Al, students most
often find it saves them time (51%) and improves the
quality of their work (50%)," the report said. "The main
factors putting them off using Al are the risk of being
accused of academic misconduct and the fear of getting
false or biased results."
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P9: One student told researchers: "I enjoy working
with Al as it makes life easier when doing assignments;
however, I do get scared I’ll get caught." Women are

more worried about these factors than men, who show

greater enthusiasm for Al, as do wealthier students and

those on science, technology, engineering and maths
(Stem) courses.
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1. British universities have been warned to "stress-test" all assessments after new
research revealed "almost all" undergraduates are using generative artificial
intelligence in their studies.
(1) FF: British universities have been warned to "stress-test" all assessments
(EHE+E+TEAD)
(2) &
o BJAPHRIE MA]:  after new research revealed...
« 4 W% that [ £ 18 M F): (that) "almost all" undergraduates are using generative
artificial intelligence in their studies
(3) BEX:
BRI FRS, VPR ARVERAE S S AN TR RE, B &K
SERE R A PR AT R

2. Josh Freeman, the report's author, said such dramatic changes in behaviour in just
12 months were almost unheard of, and warned: "Universities should take heed:
generative Al is here to stay."

(1) FF: Josh Freeman,... said..., and warned:... (F+iF, and EZEHIF51E

i, FL=F14E Josh Freeman)



ARG dadEEI

(2> f&ifi:

 FfLE, *hFRUCEH R TE 4y the report's author,

“H % 5| 517 that 1) =15 M FJ: such dramatic changes in behaviour in just 12 months
were almost unheard of, (i “in...” % # J5 & € &L A& changes)

B 25 1E/E warned [ £ 1E : "Universities should take heed: generative Al is here to
stay." (HHE FEZFATE, M heed M EAANED

(3) HL:
EEE A S L IR, b RIZIAIAT N ARAE R R 12 D H W R AR RTTAR
EH, FESEU: “RENAHER: AN TEREKIHAE. 7

3. Women are more worried about these factors than men, who show greater
enthusiasm for AI, as do wealthier students and those on science, technology,
engineering and maths (Stem) courses.
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P2: A survey of 1,000 students — both domestic and international — found there had
been an “explosive increase” in the use of genAl in the past 12 months. Almost nine
out of 10 (88%) in the 2025 poll said they used tools such as ChatGPT for their

assessments, up from 53% last year.

What did the survey of 1,000 students find about the use of generative AI among
British undergraduates?

A. The use of genAl decreased slightly in the past year.

C. International students used genAl less frequently than domestic students.

D. Only a small number of students knew how to use genAl tools.
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A. The use of genAl decreased slightly in the past year.

R IE R 5 ESCHTE, SCRR R ER “explosive increase” (EIEVEN
K, AR, BRI R B SR UL, BT AR .

SIEMIR R . AL RS 2 B “A survey of 1,000 students — both domestic and
international — found there had been an "explosive increase" in the use of genAl in the
past 12 months. Almost nine out of 10 (88%) in the 2025 poll said they used tools
such as ChatGPT for their assessments, up from 53% last year.”, ZBEKHE 2025
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C. International students used genAl less frequently than domestic students.
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D. Only a small number of students knew how to use genAl tools.
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