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P1: Is college really worth it? It’s a fair question, especially when directed at
university presidents like me. Rising tuition, the crushing burden of student loans, and
the inauspicious job offers some students receive upon graduation prompt the
question, for good reasons, and fuel the arguments among those who think that
forgoing college is the smarter financial decision. According to the National Center
for Education Statistics, the average cost for attending a bachelor’s degree program
was $9,800 at a public institution and $40,700 for private nonprofit institutions during
the 2022-2023 academic year.

P2: But what if the most expensive decision is not going to college at all?

P3: Let's step back for a moment and consider the long arc of a career. Yes,
bypassing college can sound pretty appealing at 18-years-old, especially when the
option is to step straight into a job or a short training course with a clear job at the end
of the program, collecting a paycheck immediately, and never taking on student debt.
Plus, you'll have four additional years of earnings under your belt. At first blush,
you're off to a way better start.

P4: But college isn’t just about the next four years. It’s about the next 40, 50, or
even 60 years for today’s teens.

P5: Over their adult years, college graduates consistently out-earn their peers
who hold high school diplomas, creating an earnings gap that compounds over time.
According to a 2021 study by the Georgetown Center on Education and the
Workforce, college graduates earn a median of $2.8 million over their lifetimes, 75%
more than those with just a high school degree who earn closer to $1.6 million over
their lifetimes. In this way, a decision that seemed smart at 18 can become a money
loser in the years ahead.

P6: Financial security should be a factor young people consider when making
decisions about their future—and so is job security. Most recent Bureau of Labor

Statistics data suggest that the unemployment rate for workers with only a high school
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diploma is 4.2% while the unemployment rate for those with a bachelor’s degree is
just 2.5%. And at the onset of COVID pandemic in April 2020, the BLS reported that
unemployment among high school graduates spiked to 17.7% —more than double the
8.4% unemployment rate for college graduates. In a world of increasing unknowns,
the inoculating effects of a college degree can be the difference between weathering a

storm versus being swept away by it.

® BEB

According to the passage, what is the main argument put forward by the author

regarding whether college is worth it?

A. The short-term financial benefits of skipping college outweigh the long-term costs.
B. College education provides better job security but has no significant impact on
lifetime earnings.

C. The long-term earnings and job security advantages of college graduates justify the
investment.

D. The high tuition fees make college an unaffordable option for most students.
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P1: Is college really worth it? It’s a fair question,

especially when directed at university presidents like

me. Rising tuition, the crushing burden of student loans,

and the inauspicious job offers some students receive

upon graduation prompt the question, for good reasons,

and fuel the arguments among those who think that
forgoing college is the smarter financial decision.

According to the National Center for Education
Statistics, the average cost for attending a bachelor’s
degree program was $9,800 at a public institution and
$40,700 for private nonprofit institutions during the
2022-2023 academic year.
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P2 : But what if the most expensive decision is not

going to college at all?
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P3: Let's step back for a moment and consider the

long arc of a career. Yes, bypassing college can sound

pretty appealing at 18-years-old, especially when the

option is to step straight into a job or a short training

course with a clear job at the end of the program,

collecting a paycheck immediately, and never taking on
student debt. Plus, you'll have four additional years of

earnings under your belt. At first blush, you're off to a
way better start.

AR 28, B — T HN AR E.
R, 18 ZIINFE (Geid) K] RENT AR SRR
5177, JEHA B IRGEEE S NI B S I — > (45
WG BESRAF B AR 80D FIES I PRAE, 37 R EX
Bk, HMWREHH s B . thoh, 1RiERE
PRAFVUERBIMIN . F—F, FE T —DEHFH
IR P

P4: But college isn’t just about the next four years.
It’s about the next 40, 50, or even 60 years for today’s
teens.
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P5 : Over their adult years, college graduates
consistently out-earn their peers who hold high school
diplomas, creating an earnings gap that compounds
According to a 2021 study by the

Georgetown Center on Education and the Workforce,

college graduates earn a median of $2.8 million over

their lifetimes, 75% more than those with just a high
school degree who earn closer to $1.6 million over their

over time.

lifetimes. In this way, a decision that seemed smart at

18 can become a money loser in the years ahead.
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P6: Financial security should be a factor young
people consider when making decisions about their
future—and so is job security. Most recent Bureau of
Labor Statistics data suggest that the unemployment
rate for workers with only a high school diploma is
4.2% while the unemployment rate for those with a
bachelor’s degree is just 2.5%. And at the onset of
COVID pandemic in April 2020, the BLS reported that
unemployment among high school graduates spiked to
17.7% —more than double the 8.4% unemployment rate
for college graduates. In a world of increasing
unknowns, the inoculating effects of a college degree
can be the difference between weathering a storm
versus being swept away by it.
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1. Rising tuition, the crushing burden of student loans, and the inauspicious job
offers some students receive upon graduation prompt the question, for good reasons,
and fuel the arguments among those who think that forgoing college is the smarter
financial decision.

(1) FT: Rising tuition, the crushing burden of student loans, and the inauspicious
job offers... prompt the question..., and fuel the arguments... (F+iF: = NIFFH) 47 FEE
EKFETE, and EZFHAFEFNBIED

(2) B

B that )€ 5 M AJ, 1571 job offers: (that) some students receive upon graduation

« JNIE, fifFE prompt the question (FEH A8 K& EM:: for good reasons,

* who 5| S EEMNA], PRE AH#E: among those who think...

e that 5| S 515 )\ F):  that forgoing college is the smarter financial decision.
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2. Yes, bypassing college can sound pretty appealing at 18-years-old, especially
when the option is to step straight into a job or a short training course with a clear job
at the end of the program, collecting a paycheck immediately, and never taking on
student debt.

(1) FT: ... bypassing college can sound pretty appealing ... (E+FHR+E)
(2) &t
* FATE, KHE: Yes,
« AREAVEIS [EPIRTE, 21 3T at 18-years-old,
ewhen 5| 5P [APR1E M A : especially when the option is to step straight into a job
or a short training course... (FE+FR+EK, or HEWNFFIIEE

- with ) & & 45#), &1 training course: with a clear job at the end of the
program,

BN ILAE 70 1A E PEBEIRIE . #M 78 1B I F% a short training course £ FH 145 R :
collecting a paycheck immediately, and never taking on student debt.
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3. According to a 2021 study by the Georgetown Center on Education and the
Workforce, college graduates earn a median of $2.8 million over their lifetimes, 75%
more than those with just a high school degree who earn closer to $1.6 million over
their lifetimes.

(1) FTF: ..college graduates earn a median of $2.8 million... (E+F+3E)

(2) 21

o MAFEIEVEIRIE, frBHEPEKIE: According to a 2021 study by the Georgetown
Center on Education and the Workforce,

o iEJEEAR )G B A2 over their lifetimes CHF[ARIRTE, RPN HD

o eECHIE, S EAREATX MG 75% more than those with just a high
school degree...

o EWEMA), RE"SFFIE"F B NTERE: who eamn closer to $1.6 million
over their lifetimes.

(3) ¥ FTHIRIKZEAE 55730 Wt s 2021 SE[)—TF U R I . Kot te
WA= AN A HOE 280 733670, MIECT A TR OSCERHARY 160 53T
tH 75%.

@ //fﬁ: j lE‘E\ E’g

TR EAFEREES RS
B, BEERE SEREAETEE

(FFRP1-2) 3|HFW, HtxA:

RS EAZE RES, St
=

BRI R SR, R

(FhIElEEP3-5) YILLARHRSIKEAMA: AERERES Y.

TX B

£h "MExe" 5 TERe", B8
AP AR AR R
R, FERCFFESRE), EERCALEAE

(gg,%pé ) Eiﬁl@ﬁ ' EIE 1{-11/“@ . LS E R ="




ARG dadEEI

@ 8B AT

According to the passage, what is the main argument put forward by the author
regarding whether college is worth it?

A. The short-term financial benefits of skipping college outweigh the long-term costs.
B. College education provides better job security but has no significant impact on
lifetime earnings.

C. The long-term earnings and job security advantages of college graduates
justify the investment.

D. The high tuition fees make college an unaffordable option for most students.
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P1: The most thoroughly studied intellectuals in the history of the new world are
the ministers and political leaders of seventeenth-century New England. According to
the standard history of American philosophy, nowhere else in colonial America was
"So much important attached to intellectual pursuits ". According to many books and
articles, New England's leaders established the basic themes and preoccupations of an
unfolding, dominant Puritan tradition in American intellectual life.

P2: To take this approach to the New Englanders normally means to start with the

Puritans' theological innovations and their distinctive ideas about the church

important subjects that we may not neglect. But in keeping with our examination
of southern intellectual life, we may consider the original Puritans as carriers of
European culture, adjusting to New world circumstances. The New England colonies
were the scenes of important episodes in the pursuit of widely understood ideals of
civility and virtuosity.

P3: The early settlers of Massachusetts Bay included men of impressive
education and influence in England. Besides the ninety or so learned ministers who
came to Massachusetts church in the decade after 1629,there were political leaders
like John Winthrop, an educated gentleman, lawyer, and official of the Crown before
he journeyed to Boston. These men wrote and published extensively, reaching both
New World and Old World audiences, and giving New England an atmosphere of
intellectual earnestness.

P4: We should not forget , however, that most New Englanders were less well
educated. While few craftsmen or farmers, let alone dependents and servants, left
literary compositions to be analyzed, it is obvious that their views were less fully
intellectualized. Their thinking often had a traditional superstitions quality. A tailor
named John Dane, who emigrated in the late 1630s, left an account of his reasons for
leaving England that is filled with signs. Sexual confusion, economic frustrations ,

and religious hope

all came together in a decisive moment when he opened the
Bible, told his father the first line he saw would settle his fate, and read the magical
words: "come out from among them, touch no unclean thing , and I will be your God
and you shall be my people." One wonders what Dane thought of the careful sermons
explaining the Bible that he heard in Puritan churches.

P5: Meanwhile, many settles had slighter religious commitments than Dane's, as
one clergyman learned in confronting folk along the coast who mocked that they had

not come to the New world for religion . "Our main end was to catch fish. "



40. The text suggests that early settlers in New England
[A] were mostly engaged in political activities
[B] were motivated by an illusory prospect
[C] came from different intellectual backgrounds

[D] left few formal records for later reference
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